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The Patron - Client Relationships in Thai Local Politics : A Case Study of the Politicians
and Community Leaders Relationships in Khlong San District, Bangkok Metropolis
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the characteristics of the patron-
client relationships between politicians and community leaders in Khlong San District; (2) the
types of patron-client relationships between those politicians and community leaders; and (3)
the impacts of patron-client relationships.

The sample population, chosen through purposive sampling, consisted of 1
member of Parliament from Khlong San District, 1 member of the Bangkok City Council
from Khlong San District, 2 members of the Khlong San District Council, and 10 community
leaders from Khlong San District. Data were collected using interview forms, documentary
research forms and observation and were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The relationships between politicians and community
leaders in Khlong San District was characterized by continuous assistance. The givers gave
more than they received. Giving was not done as a once-off exchange of benefits but in hopes
of long-term gain. (2) The kinds of patron-client relationships were indirect. The member of
Parliament contacted the beneficiaries through local politicians or a secretary; the city council
member contacted beneficiaries through the district council members or a secretary; and the
district council members were intermediaries between the benefactors and the beneficiaries.
(3) The relationships had both negative and positive impacts. The negative impacts were that
it was a starting point for corruption; it set an example for people in the community to focus
on an exchange of benefits with no regard for morals and ethics; assistance given by
politicians created disparity in the community; it gave community leaders a role in dictating
politics; elections were not transparent and people lost faith in the political process; there was
a negative effect on the development of democracy; political benefits were not distributed
fairly; politicians did not cooperate with each other to work for the good of the people; and a
political monopoly was promoted. The positive impacts were that the relationships gave the
community another source of assistance in addition to the government bureaucracy; public
works facilities were developed more quickly; the politicians and people in the community
learned about each other’s desires; leaders of community development emerged; cooperation
was promoted in civil society; citizens became more interested in local politics and learned
about political mechanisms; local politicians were built up; and a local political network was
created.

Keywords: Patron-client relationships, Politicians, Community leaders,
Khlong San District, Bangkok Metropolis
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